CONSTITUTION OF MAINE
1820

WE the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, ensure Preamble.
tranquillity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our
common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the
blessings of Liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording
us an opportunity, so favorable to the design ; and, imploring
his aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form
ourselves into a free and independent State, by the style and
title of the State of Maine, and do ordain and establish the
following Constitution for the government of the same.

ARTICLE I.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

Sect. 1.  All men are born equally free and independent,
and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable Rights, Natural rights
among which are those of enjoying and defending life and
liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. ,

Secr. 2. All power is inherent in the people ; all free All powerinke
governments are founded in their authority and instituted for ple. ¥
their benefit ; they have therefore an unalienable and indefea-
sible right to institute government, and to alter, reform, or
totally change the same, when their safety and happiness
require it. _ ' :

Sect. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to Freedom ofwor
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own ¥
consciences,.and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained
“in his person, liberty or estate, for worshipping God in the
manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own
conscience, nor for his religious professions or sentiments,
provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct
others in their religious worship ;—and all personsdemeaning an religious
themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall be **°* ®4"*
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amendment shall be made; and if it shall appear that a

majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor

of such amendment, it shall become a part of this Constitution.
Persons in ofice  9ECT. 5. All officers provided for in the sixth section of

1o countinue to

told heir ofices. aN act of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, passed on the
nineteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and nineteen, entitled ¢ An act relating to the
Separation of the District of Maine from Massachusetts Proper,
and forming the same into a separate and Independent State,”
shall continue in office as therein provided; and the following
provisions of said act shall be a part of this Constitution,
subject however to be modified or annulled as therein is
prescribed, and not otherwise, to wit

Partofalawef ¢ Spcr, 1. Whereas it hasbeen represented to this Legislature, that
Tachueciey amajority of the people of the District of Maine are desirous of establishing
the constitution. & separate and independent Government within said District : Therefore,

“ Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Represeniutives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, "That the consent of
this Commonwealth be, and the same is hereby given, that the District of
PMaine may be formed and erscted into a separate and Independent State,
if the people of the said District shall in the manner, and by the majority
hereinafter mentioned, express their consent and agreementthersto, upon
the following terms and conditions: Ard, provided the Congress of the
United States shall give its consent thereto, befere the fourth day of
Marchnext: which terms and conditicns are as follows, viz.

“ First. All the lands and buildings belonging to the Commonwealth,
within Massachusetts Froper, shall continue to belong to said Common-
wealth, and all the lands belonging to the Commonweaith, within the
District of Maine, shall belong, the one half thereof to the said Common-
wealth, and the other half thereof, to the State to be formed within the
said District, to be divided asis heveinafter mentioned; and the lands
wiibin the said District, which shall belong to the said Commonwealth,
shall be free from taxation, while the title to the said lands remains in the
Commonwealth 5 and the rights of the Commonwealth to their lands,
within said District, and the remedies for the recovery thereof, shall
continue the same, within the proposed State, and in the Courts thereof,
as they now are within the said Commonwealih,and in the Courts thereoi’;
for which purposes, and for the maintenance of its rights, and recovery of
its lands, the said Commonwealth shall be entitled to all other proper and
legal remedies, and may appear in the Courts of the proposed State and
in the Courts of the United States, holden therein ; and ali rights of action
for, or entry into lands, and of actions upon bonds, for the breach of the
per{ormance of the condition of settling duties, so called, which have
accrued, or may accrue, shallremainin this Commonwealth, to be enforced,
commuted, released, or otherwise disposed of, in such manner as this
Commonwealth may hereafter, determine: Provided however, That,
whatever this Commonwealth may hereafter receive or obtain on account
thereof if any thing, shall, after deducting all reasonable charges relating
thereto, be divided, one third part thereof to the new State, and two third
parts thereof tothis Commonwealth. "

“ Second. All the ayms which have been received by this Common-
wealth from the United States, under the law of Congress, entitled, “ An
act 1naking provision for arming and equipping the whole body of militia

~of the United States, passed April the twenty-third, one thousand eight
hundred end eight, shall, as soon as the said District shall become a sep-
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arate State, be divided between the two States, in proportion to the
returns of the militia, according to which, the said arms have been re-
ceived from the United States, as aforesaid.

« Third. All money, stock, or other proceeds, hereafter derived from
the United States, on account of the claim of this Commonwealth, for
disbursements made, and expenses incurred, for the defence of the State,
during the late war with Great Britain, shall be received by this Com-~
monwealth, and when received, shall be divided between the two States,
in the proportion of two thirds to this Commonwealth, and one third to
the new State. : :

« Fourth. All other preperty, of every description, belonging to the
Commonwealth shall be holden and receivable by the same, as a fund
and security, for all debts, annuities, and Indian subsidies, or claims due
by said Commonwealth ; and within two years after the said District shall
have become a separate State, the Commissioners to be appointed, as
hereinafter provided, if the said States cannct otherwise agree, shall
assign a just portion of the productive property, so held by said Common-~
wealth as an equivalent and indemnification to said Comronwealth, for
all such debts, annuities, or Indian subsidies or claims, which may ihen
remain due, or unsatisfied : and all the surplus of the said property, so
holden, as aforesaid, shall be divided between the said Commonwealth
and the said District of Maine, in the proportion of two thirds to the said
Commonwealth, and one third to the said District—and if, in the judg-
ment of the said Commissioners, the whole of said property, so held, asa
fund and security, shall not be sufficient indemnification for the purpose,
the said District shall be liable for and shall pay to said Commonwealth,
one third of the deficiency.

“ Fifth. The new State shall, as soon as the necessary arrangements
can be made for that purpose, assume and perform all the duties and
obligations of this Commonwealth, towards the Indians within said
District of Maine, 'whether the same arise from treaties, or otherwise ;
and for this purpose shall obtain the assent of said Indians; and their
release to this Commonwealth of claims and stipulations arising under
the treaty at present existing between the said Commonwealith and said
Indians; and as an indemnification to such new State, therefor, this
Commonwealth, when such arrangements shall be completed, and the
said duties and obligations assumed, shall pay to said new State, the
value of thirty thousand dollars, in manner following, viz.: The said
Commissioners shall set off by metes and bounds, so much of any part of
the land, within the said District, falling to this Commonwealth, in the
division of the public lands, hereinafter provided for, as in their estima-
tion shall be of the value of thirty thousand dollars ; and this Common-
wealth shall, thereupon, assign the same to the said new State, or in lieu
thereof, may pay the sum of thirty thousand dollars at its election ; which
election ofthe said Commonweaith, shall be made within one year from
the time that notice of the doings of the Commissioners, on this subject,
shall be made known to the Governor and Council ; and if not made
within that time, the election shall be with the new State.

¢ Sixzth. Commissioners, with the powers and for the purposes men-
t'oned in this act, shall be appointed in manner following : The Execu-
1ive authorit)( of each State shall appoint two ; and the four so appointed,
or the major part of them, shall appoint two more ; but if they cannot
agiee in the appointment, the Executive of each State shall appoint one
inaddition ; not however, in that case, to be a citizen of its own State.
And any vacancy happening with respect to the Commissioners, shall be
supplied in the manner provided for their original appointment ; and, in
addition to the powers herein before given to said Commissioners, they
shall have full power and authority to divide all the public lands within
the District, between the respective States, in equal shares, or moieties,
in severalty, having regard to quantity, situation and quality ; they shall
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determine what lands shall be surveyed and divided, from time to time,
the expense of which surveys, and of the Commissioners, shall be borne
equally by the two States. 'They shall keep faiv records of their doings,
and of the surveys made by their direction, copies of which records, au-
thenticated by them, shall be deposited from fime to time, in the archives
of the respective States ; transcripts of which, properly certified, may be
admitted in evidence, in all questions touiching the subject to which they
velate. 'I'he Iixecutive authority of each State waay revoke the power of
either or both its coimmissioners ; baving, however, first appointed a sub-
stitute, or substitutes, and may fili any vacancy happening with respect to
its own Commissioners ; four of said Commissioners shall constitute a
guorum, for the transaction of business ; their decision shall be final,
upon all subjects within their cognizance. In case said commission shall
expire, the same not having been completed, and either State shall
request the renewal or filling up of the sawe, it shall be renewed or filied
up in the same manner, as is herein provided for filling the same, in the
first instance, and with the like powers ; and if either Btate shall, after six
months’ notice, neglect or refuse to appoint its Commissioners, the other
may fill up the whole commission.

“ Seventh. Ail grants of land, franchises, immunities, corpsrate ot
other rights, and all contracts for, or grants of land not yet located which
have been or may be made by the said Commonwealth, befere the separa-
tion of said District shall take place, and having or to have effect within
the said Bistrict, shall continue in full force, after the said District shall

become a separate State. But the grant which has best mads to the
President and Trustees of Bowdoein College, out of the {as upon the
¢ By 15

1)

Banks, within this Commonwealth, shall be charged upon the tax npon
the Banks within the said District of Maine, and paid according to the
terms of said graat; and the President and Trustees, and the Overseers
of said College, shal!l have, hold and enjoy their powers and privileges in
all respects ; so that the same shall not be subiect to be alterad, limited,
annulied or rvestrained, except by judicial process, according to the
principles of law ; and in ali grants hereafter to be made, by either Btate,
of unlocated land within the said District, the same veservations shall be
made for the benefit of Schools, and of the Ministry, as have heretofore
been usual, in grants made by this Commonweaith here-
tofore granted by this Commonweaith, to 'y, o
eleemosynary corporation, or society, shail be free from taxation, while
the same continues to be owned by such corporation, or society,

“ Fighth. Mo laws shall be passed in the proposed State, with regard
to taxes, actions, or remedies at law, or bars, or limitaticns theveof, or
otherwise making anydistinction between the lands and rights of property
of proprietors not resident in, or not citizens of said proposed Htate, and
the lands and rights of property of the citizens of the proposed State,
resident therein ; and the rights and liabilities of all persons, shall, after
the said. separation, continue the same as if the said District was still a
part of this Commonwealth, in all saits pending, or judgments remaining
unsatisfied on the fifteenth day of March next, where the sulss have been
commenced in TMassachusetts Proper, and process has been served within
the District of Maine ; or commenced in the District ofMaine, and proce: s
Tias been served in Massachusseits Proper, either by taking bail, makiny
aitachments, arvesting and detaining persons, or ctherwise, wheve exccu\-
tion remains to be done ; and in stich suits, the Couris within Rfassachu:

setts Proper, and within the proposed State, shall continue to have the'

same jJwisdiction as if the s2id District had still remained a part of the
Commonwealth. And this Commonwealth shali have the same remedies’
within the proposed State, as it now has, for the collection of all taxes,
bonds, or debts, which may be assessed, due, made, or coniracted,
by, to, or with the Coimmonwealth, on or before the said fifteenth da; of
March, within the said District of faine ; and all officers within Mas:a
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chusets Proper and the District of Maine shall conduct themselves accord-

ingly.

QQ

“?‘V‘inth. These terms and conditions, as here set forth, when the said
District shall become a separate and Independent State, shall, 7pso facto
be incorporated into, and become and be a part of any Constitution, pro-
visional or other, under which the Government of the said proposed State,
shall, at any time hereafter, be administered ; subject however, to be
modified, or annulled by the agreement of the Iegislature of both the
said States ; but by no cther power or body whatscever.”

Sec. 6. This Constitution shall be enrolled on parchment,
deposited in the Secretary’s office, and be the supreme law of

the State, and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the

books containing the laws of this State.
Done in Convention, October 29, 1819,
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